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Chief Justice, Wisconsin Supreme Court

SUBJECT: Summary of Legislature’s Actions on Governor’s Emergency Reduction Bill

On January 30, 2003, the Governor introduced 2003 Special Session Senate Bill 1, the
Governor’s Emergency Reduction bill. This emergency bill was necessitated by a January, 2003
Legislative Fiscal Bureau re-estimate of the condition of the state’s General Fund. That re-
estimate projected a deficit of $373 million in the General Fund at the end of the current state
fiscal year (June 30, 2003). The Emergency Reduction bill would reduce, but not eliminate, the
year-end deficit. The remaining deficit would be carried forward into the next biennium.

The Joint Committee on Finance adopted a substitute amendment to the bill on February 18,
2003. On February 20, 2003, both the Senate and Assembly passed this amended version of the
bill. The bill is now awaiting action by the Governor.

The bill, as passed by the Legislature, contains the following language concerning the courts:

“The chief justice of the supreme court, acting as the administrative head of the
judicial system, shall take actions during the 2001-03 fiscal biennium to ensure
that from general purpose revenue appropriations for state operations to the
circuit courts under section 20.625 of the statutes, to the court of appeals under
sections 20.660 of the statutes, and to the supreme court under section 20.680 of
the statutes an amount equal to $1,625,700 is lapse from sum certain
appropriation accounts or is subtracted from the expenditure estimates for any
other types of appropriations, or both.”



The lapse amount represents six percent of the Court of Appeals’ and Supreme Court’s, and one
percent of the Circuit Courts’ general purpose revenue appropriations for state operations, and
was calculated as follows:

Calculated Lapse under SSA 1 to SS SB 1: Emergency Reduction Bill

Joint Finance/
Governor Legislature Total

Circuit Courts $0 $500,100 $500,100
Court of Appeals $383,000 $76,600 $459,600
Supreme Court:
Court Proceedings $204,300 $40,900 $245,200
Director of State Courts $258,800 $51,800 $310,600
State Law Library $91,900 $18,300 $110,200

$938,000 $687,700 $1,625,700

The $1.6 million lapse required under this budget reduction bill must be realized by June 30,
2003. As you are aware, throughout the 2001–2003 state biennium the operating budgets of state
agencies and the state-funded portion of the court system have faced a series of across-the-board
cuts. In response, the court system over this current biennium has addressed the state’s fiscal
crisis by freezing out-of-state travel, not filling vacant positions, reducing the use of reserve
judges and freelance court reporters, reducing the frequency and costs of committee meetings,
and reducing book purchases and expenditures for other supplies and services. These cost saving
measures must be continued through June 30, 2003, in our efforts to meet the lapse requirements
in the Emergency Reduction bill.

While we are reducing expenditures and are committed to seeking efficiencies, we remain
vigilant in our responsibility as a co-equal and independent branch of government under the
Wisconsin Constitution to administer the justice system and to provide effective, efficient,
impartial courts to resolve the disputes of the people of the state.

Please contact the Court’s budget officer, Deborah Salm, at (608) 267-0702 or at
debbie.salm@courts.wi.state.us if you have any questions regarding the Emergency Reduction
bill.


